






Item #2B 
City Council Meeting 

June 29, 2021 

CITY OF SAN JUAN BAUTISTA 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT 

AGENDA TITLE: FIREWORKS ENFORCEMENT JULY 2-5, 2021 

MEETING DA TE: JUNE 29, 2021 

DEPARTMENT HEAD: Don Reynolds, City Manager 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the attached resolution that: 

1. Approves the delegation to write administrative citations to its private security
provider to enforce the prohibition of fireworks, as provided in Municipal Code 5-
16-100 in the City during this time of extreme heat, dry weather and extreme fire
danger.

2. Establishes a bail schedule for citations pertaining to the enforcement of Municipal
Code 5-16-100 as follows:

a. 1st offense- $1,000 
b. 2nd offense- $2,500
c. yd offense and all offenses thereafter, $5,000.

3. Authorize the City Manager to budget $6,000 to pay for the enforcement strategies
described herein, between July 2-July 5, 2021.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

At its Special Meeting held July 14, 2020, Chief Martin Del Campo presented to the City Council 

the aftermath of the fireworks in the City, following the 4th of July. It was described as "chaotic." 

The City did deploy a camera trailer, but with little strategy or forethought. It did not write any 

citations. The Council directed the Chief to return with an Ordinance to consider banning 

fireworks. 

In early June 2021, the County considered an urgency ordinance related to the drought and the 

potential extreme danger that igniting fireworks pose in these hazardous conditions. 

Attached is City Municipal Code 5-16-100 adopted January 9th
, 2012. This law is separate from 

the City's adoption of 5-1-165 the State Fire Code that also reference fireworks. 5-16-100 has one 

article titled "Prohibited." This week the City Attorney confirmed that this law bans fireworks. 

But the City Attorney recognizes that every year the City adopts a resolution allowing the sale of 

"safe and sane" fireworks. Resolution 2021-25 adopted June 15, 2021 does exactly this. 
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DISCUSSION: 

After researching City codes, meeting with the public safety team this past week, the City Attorney 
this afternoon, and following the adoption of the attached Urgency Ordinance by the County BOS, 
it is proposed that the City hold a special meeting Tuesday June 29th 2021, to do three things; 

1. announce enforcement of the attached Muni Code 5-16-100 - "Fireworks;
Prohibited;"

2. adopt a resolution adopting a special bail schedule for this enforcement effort equal
to the County's of$1,000, $2,500 and $5,000 per person per offense, and

3. approve the City Manager's delegation for enforcement by administrative citation
to include the City's private security contractor, if approved by Risk Management
(PARSAC).

The Urgency Ordinance established by the County applies specifically to their extension of the 
codes to include rural areas in their jurisdiction, as it relates to drought, fire hazard, dry conditions, 
and a direct link to protecting public safety. The attached City codes prohibiting fireworks already 
exist. But as such, the prohibition only applies to persons igniting/launching them within the City, 
so the City's enforcement team will have to cite individuals, not property owners. Compared to 
Hollister's fireworks definition, it specifically allows "safe and sane" fireworks, and San Juan 
Bautista's does not. However, the City has passed a resolution allowing the sale of "safe and sane 
fireworks." 

The City having already adopted a prohibition against fireworks, is in a different position than 
both the County and the City of Hollister. Making these same findings of urgency is a stretch in 
San Juan Bautista, and it could be found that "no urgency" exists. But the City enforcement efforts 
can be enhanced. But time is required to straighten out the two City Codes, and consider the 
inclusion or exclusion of "safe and sane" fireworks specifically. 

It is proposed that private security be increased by adding three additional security officers after 
sunset Friday night until late Sunday night (technically Monday morning). It is proposed that City 
Code Enforcement work 5 PM to 12 AM each of these three nights. Three security officers will 
cost approximately $675 per night(+/-$2,000-$2,500). Funds are budgeted for additional services 
such as this. It is proposed that the City rent four camera trailers to be placed throughout the City 
to film persons igniting fireworks. These will cost approximately $2,800. The balance of $700 
will help cover contingencies. 

FISCAL IMP ACT: 

The attached resolution requests a budget of $6,000 to cover these costs with a contingency of 

$700. 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

This proposal to better enforce the igniting of fireworks in the City will improve the City's 

quality of life, Strategic Plan Strategy #5, in Resolution 2021-15. 

ATTACHMENTS: City Code 5-16-100 and 5-1-165; Fireworks Enforcement Resolution 
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Section L 10000.3.3 Permits. A cooking booth permit shall be obtained from the Fire Department at least 

ten days prior to any event. A non-refundable application fee shall be assessed to each applicant. 

Section L 10000.3.4 Portable Generators. Portable generators shall be kept a minimum of five feet from 

any booth in an area not accessible to the public. Generators may not be refueled while hot or while 

running. 

Section L 10000.4 Cooking and heating appliances. 

Section L 10000.4.1 Compressed or liquefied gas fueled appliances shall be equipped with two shutoff 

valves. One located on the tank and one on the appliance. 

Section L 10000.4.2 Pressure regulator. A pressure regulator shall be installed on the fuel supply line 

between the tank and the appliance. 

Section L 10000.4.3 Fuel Storage. Only United States Department of Transportation approved cylinders 

or tanks shall be used. 

Section L 10000.4.4 Fuel Tank Capacity. Liquid fuel tanks shall not exceed eight U.S. gallons. 

Compressed gas cylinders shall not exceed twenty U.S. gallons. 

Section L 10000.4.5 Number of Cylinders at food booths. No more than two cylinders may be in use at 

any time. If cylinders are stored elsewhere within the incorporated limits of the City of San Juan 

Bautista a storage permit shall be obtained from the Chief. 

Section L 10000.4.6 Housekeeping 

(a) A leak test shall be performed on compressed gas connections, valves and hoses prior to using and

at any time a cylinder is changed, when a leak is suspected, or at any time when ordered by a peace 

officer, designee of the Chief or health inspector. 

(b) The vendor shall keep a written record of the time and results of the tests.

(c) Any leaks shall be immediately reported to the Fire Department by calling 911. All cylinders

connected to any equipment where a leak is detected shall be immediately shut off. Any person who 

fails to notify the department of a leak or continues to use any appliance after a leak is detected shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021- XX 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN JUAN 

BAUTISTA DELEGATING ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION ABILITIES TO THE 

PRIVATE SECURITY COMPANY, ADOPTING AN ILLEGAL FIREWORKS 

ENFORCEMENT BAIL SCHEDULE, AND FIREWORKS ENFORCEMENT BUDGET 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2020, the Fire Department provided the City Council with a 
report following the 4th of July, and recommended the City increase and improve its policies 
around illegal fireworks; and 

WHEREAS, on March 23rd
, 2021, the City Council adopted Resolution 2021-15, and its 

Strategic Plan and upholding the "Quality of Life" is the 5th Strategy; and 

WHEREAS, law enforcement is critical for this 5th Strategy, the City established a 
Public Safety Initiative, and funded it with $100,000 for the new fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2021; and 

WHEREAS; the City's current law enforcement "public safety team" consists of the 
Sheriff, private security and support from the Code Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, after the County of San Benito adopted an urgency ordinance based on 
extreme heat, dry weather and high fire danger, they acted to strengthen their policies around 
fireworks and sent a one-page flyer to all residents announcing the enforcement of these laws 
will occur; and 

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Team, after reviewing City laws, has confirmed that all 
fireworks are illegal in the City of San Juan Bautista, in Article 5, Section 16-section 100 
"5.16.100- Fireworks Prohibited;" and 

WHEREAS, the City passes a resolution each May or June, for one not-for-profit 
organization to sell "safe and sane" Fireworks in the City, and on June 15, 2021, passed 
resolution 2021-25 for this same purpose this year; and 

WHEREAS, with these two conflicting policies, allowing the sale of fireworks while 
having a law that prohibits igniting them, the City has work to do to straighten out its fireworks 
polices; and 

WHEREAS, this year, the City would like to step up enforcement in light of the high
risk of fire in the City and surrounding areas, and proposes approving the City Manager's ability 
to delegate the enforcement of the City's fireworks laws to private security so they can write 
administrative citations on the City's behalf; and 
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WHEREAS, establish a bail schedule for citations written 5-16-100 of $1,000 for the 
first offense, $2,500 for the second offense and $5,000 for the third and each offense thereafter; 
and 

WHEREAS, approve a $6,000 budget consisting of approximately $2,500 for additional 
enforcement hours, a $700 contingency, and $2,800 for the deployment of four portable cameras 
on trailers to film persons violating the law so administrative citations can be written from July 2 
to July 5, 2021. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SAN JUAN BAUTISTA NOW HEREBY FINDS: 

1. That the recitals in this Resolution and accompanying staff report are true and
correct and are hereby made a part of this Resolution.

2. It agrees that the Strategic Plan and the "Quality of Life" in the City will be well
supported by increasing its enforcement of Municipal Code 5-16-100 that
prohibits the igniting of Fireworks in the City.

3. Approve the delegation to write administrative citations to its private security
provider during this time of extreme heat, dry weather and extreme fire danger.

4. Establishe a bail schedule for citations pertaining to the enforcement of Municipal
Code 5-16-100 as follows:

a. ! 51 offense- $1,000 
b. 2nd offense- $2,500 
c. 3rd offense and all offenses thereafter, $5,000.

5. Authorize the City Manager to budget $6,000 for the uses described herein, for
special enforcement between July 2-July 5, 2021.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of San Juan Bautista at a regular 

meeting held on the 29th day of June 2021, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Leslie Q. Jordan, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Shawna Freels, City Clerk 
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